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Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 




"1 



In response to the Office Action dated January 2, 2003, please amend the above 



identified application as follows: 



IN THE SPECIFICATION: 




Q 



At page 5, delete paragraph [0011] and replace it with the following new paragraph: 



[001 1] To circumvent this problem it has been proposed in US 4,993,696 to use 
metal pipes made of stainless material for the supply and exhaustion of an operating fluid or 
gas in a vacuum ambience. Two adjacent pipes may then be coupled with each other by a 
joint, which is arranged to allow swingable movement of one of the pipes relative to the 
other. The metal pipes will not suffer from outgassing as the nylon conduits will do. A 
disadvantage of the joints is that it is very difficult to design joints that are totally closed for 
fluids or gases in a vacuum environment. Therefor there may be leakage of gases through the 
joint to the vacuum environment that will contaminate the vacuum environment. 



At page 7, delete paragraph [0018] and replace it with the following new paragraph: 




[0018] According to a second aspect of the present invention there is provided a 
device manufacturing method comprising the steps of: 
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